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What a busy and exciting couple of months it has been for Idaho Springs Elks Lodge #607! There has 
been a lot happening around our Lodge, and it is always great to see our members stepping up, vol-
unteering, and helping keep our Lodge moving forward. 

State Convention: The Colorado Elks Association State Convention was held September 10th 
through September 12th, 2026, and our lodge was proud to be a part of it. 

One of the highlights for our Lodge was presenting GER Timothy Jager and the First Lady with a spe-
cial gift, a circa-1920s photograph of our Lodge. It was a great way to share a little piece of Idaho 
Springs Elks history and show our appreciation for their service to the Elks.  

I also want to give a big congratulations to PER Laura Allen for her continued hard work and dedica-
tion to our Lodge bulletin. Once again, Idaho Springs #607 is the proud holder of the State Traveling 
Trophy! Laura puts a tremendous amount of work into our bulletin, and this recognition is well de-

served. Please be sure to thank Laura when you see her and let her know how much we appreciate everything she does. 

We also witnessed the induction of our new Colorado Elks Association State President, Terry Gaber . Congratulations, Terry! We look 
forward to your up coming visitation. The election for Third Vice President was also held, with Jim Keyser of Colorado Springs Elks Lodge 
#309 receiving the vote. Congratulations to Jim! Our lodge also had the opportunity to support a great cause at the State Convention. 
We presented our new State President with 31 one-gallon Ziplock bags full of pull tabs to benefit the Ronald McDonald House. This is 
another great example of how something small can turn into something meaningful when our members work together. I also had the 
opportunity to compete in the Jolly Corks Toast, and it was a lot of fun to participate. It was another great experience and a great oppor-
tunity to represent our Lodge. 

Around Our Lodge: Back home, things have been just as busy! We recently recognized April Oberholser as our Elk of the Month for all 
of her hard work getting bingo and pull tabs back up and running. April has put in a tremendous amount of effort to get these activities 
going again, along with her new helpers. So, the next time you hit it big at bingo or pull tabs, remember April! It wouldn't be possible 
without her hard work and dedication. Please take a moment to thank her and all of those who have stepped up to help. 

We also recognized Amy Tomlinson for all of her hard work on our front garden. Amy has put a lot of time and effort into making the 
front of our Lodge look beautiful. The next time you see Amy, be sure to tell her how great the front of the Lodge is looking! 

We also recently inducted Jack Dixon as our Lecturing Knight. Congratulations, Jack! We are getting one step closer to having all of our 
officer seats filled, and it is wonderful to see members stepping up and becoming more involved in the leadership of our Lodge. 

And, on top of everything else, we continue to initiate new members! Our Lodge continues to grow, and that is something we should all 
be proud of. Every new member brings new ideas, new energy, and another opportunity to make a difference in our community. 

Hunting Season Is Here! Finally, a reminder that hunting season is upon us! If you know a hunter, please let them know that Idaho 
Springs Elks Lodge #607 wants their deer and elk hides for our Leather Program. Don't let those hides go to waste. Help us put them 
toward a great program that benefits our Veterans   

As always, I want to thank every member who has volunteered, donated, participated in events, or simply shown up to support our 
Lodge. There is a lot happening at our lodge, and that is because of all of you. 

Let's keep the momentum going, keep supporting one another, and continue to make our Lodge and our community better.  

Elks Care. Elks Share. 

Fraternally Yours, 

Nick Weichel, Exalted Ruler 

Station of……. FIDELITY 
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Elks 607 news 
is published bi-monthly by 

BPOE  #607 
PO Box 607, Idaho Springs, CO 80452-0607 

to promote the ideals, service, 
and philanthropic pursuits of the 

Benevolent & Protective 

ORDER OF 

 

 

IDAHO SPRINGS 

LODGE #607 
MEETING NIGHTS 2nd & 4th TUESDAYS, 7pm 

       YEAR 2026-2027 OFFICERS 

 

 

SOCIAL QUARTER 
HOURS 

     

MONDAYS: 5:00pm  
TUESDAYS : 5:00pm   

WEDNESDAYS : 5:00pm  
THURSDAYS: 5:00pm  

SATURDAYS: 2pm   
SUNDAYS:  12pm 

 

Exalted Ruler    Nick Weichel 

Est. Leading Knight    Todd Russell 

Est. Loyal Knight    VACANT                          

Est. Lecturing Knight    Jack Dixon 

Secretary     Briana Reagon 

Treasurer     Kayla Weichel                

Esquire                         Jared Stephens 

Tiler     Rusty Nail 

Chaplain     Bill VanVoorst 

Inner Guard    VACANT 

BOARD OF trustees 

 Jason Tyree (3 yr)                                                             

VACANT (2 yr)                                                

Cindy Jones (1 yr) 

House COMMITTEE                    

Ranee Weldy-Dubrava, Victoria Stephens, 

Brent Ragsdale, Loren Klimek, Mike Dubrava, 

Jason Tyree & ER Nick Weichel 

 

 

From the Secretary…. 
 

 

 

 
Hello all and happy fall! 

It’s been an extremely busy few months and it’s hard to believe we’re in fall. Next up, the 
holidays! 

We just finished our State Convention in Lone Tree where our new Grand Exalted Ruler 
attended. A few of us had the chance to meet him and his wife, Sandy. What a down-to-
earth couple. I’m very excited to see what they offer our great organization throughout this 
year. Idaho Springs turned in 31 one-gallon bags of pop tops. We also were the all-around 
winner for the bulletin contest. Thank you to all that contributed to that and a special 
thank you to Laura for putting it all together. Those are both huge accomplishments.  Keep 
up the good work! 

We still have quite a few delinquents on our list. If you are, please pay your dues! If you pay 
now, you still have a decent chunk of time before the end of the Fraternal year when dues 
will be due again. Additionally, if you know of anyone who is a delinquent, please encour-
age them to become current. Plus, it’s a good excuse to come into the social quarters and 
see what all is going on.  

Speaking of social quarters, I just wanted to put out a rule’s reminder about our member 
draw and Queen of Hearts game. For the member draw, please remember, you must come 
the day before, purchase something, & pay $1. Your number must be drawn the next day 
for you to win the pot. Additionally, you cannot pay and put someone else’s name into the 
draw if they aren’t present. For Queen of Hearts, please remember that you must have 
your tickets purchased by 6:45, NO EXECPTIONS. Please note that the House Committee 
has edited the rules to state that you must be present to win.  

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out if anyone has any questions or would like additional 

information on anything.   

Gratefully,  

Briana Reagon, Secretary 

Vacant  Chair 

Dennis R Utley 

Initiated: February 8, 2022 

Years in Elkdom: 6 years 

Born: December 2, 1947 

Died: June 14, 2026 

Kevin R Buckley 

Initiated: September 26, 2000 

Years in Elkdom: 27 years 

Born: September 28, 1963 

Died: August 27, 2026 



Stations of…... CHARITY 

Brothers and Sisters, 

We are now halfway through another fraternal year at Idaho Springs B.P.O.E. #607, and what a beautiful time of 
year it is. The leaves are beginning to show their brightest yellow, and around the lodge, I’m seeing something 
just as encouraging—more new faces and more members getting involved than ever before. 

I have been spending more time around our lodge, and it has been wonderful to see the energy and fellowship 
that come from having our members together. One of the things I have especially enjoyed is helping introduce 
new members to our lodge and to the Elks. 

Al Gurule has been a tremendous help with our new-member orientations, and I truly appreciate his time and 
support. Just last night, I had the pleasure of giving three new candidates a tour of our lodge and talking with them about the Order of 
Elks. We will initiate these new members on the fourth Tuesday of September, and I hope many of you will come out and share this spe-
cial evening with them. 

Initiation is something worth remembering. 

I was initiated into the Elks in Evergreen, Colorado, 13 years ago. At the time, I’m afraid I could barely remember the words I heard on 
that lodge room floor. But after five years of serving as an officer and becoming more involved in the work of our lodge, I have developed 
a much deeper understanding of those words and what our obligation truly means. Today, I can recite most of them from memory—and 
more importantly, I understand why they matter. 

So I encourage every one of our members to renew their obligation with us. Come to an initiation. Watch a new member take those same 
first steps that each of us once took. Take a moment to remember why you joined and what being an Elk means to you.  

When you stand together in our lodge, I hope you can feel that same sense of worth, protection, pride, and vitality that you feel when you 
see Old Glory flying in the wind. Our flag represents the protection we are fortunate to have and stands as a testament to the victories 
and sacrifices that made our freedoms possible. 

In much the same way, our lodge is strongest when its members stand together. 

Don’t just be a member who belongs—be a member who participates. Come through the doors, attend a meeting, help with a dinner, 
play a game. Bring a friend. Meet someone new. Find a place where you can contribute. 

Our lodge is only as strong as the people who choose to be part of it. 

I am grateful for the support I have received as your Leading Knight, and I hope that, with the continued support of our membership, I can 
have the opportunity to serve as your Exalted Ruler for the 2026–2027 fraternal year. Whatever role I have the opportunity to serve in, 
my goal is to continue building a lodge where our members feel welcome, valued, and proud to be part of #607. 

And, of course, Cribbage and Euchre continue to be great card communities at the lodge. Thank you to everyone who continues to come 
out, play, laugh, and support these activities. The friendships built around those tables are 
exactly the kind of fellowship that makes a lodge special. 

I look forward to seeing more of you around #607 in the months ahead. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
Todd Russell, Leading Knight 
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wELKcome  
Members initiated on 9/22 -

Left to Right: ER Nick Weichel, 

Christopher & Vonnie Rouse, 

Kaitlyn Russell, Norm Rimmer, 

Michael Scott, Thomas Harrell 

& Janice Heape  
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Event:  Contestant:  Time/Depth 
Single Jackleg 1st:  Joey Santaniello  2:39:95 
Single Jackleg 2nd:  Tim Faye  2:48:15 
Single Jackleg 3rd:  Ron Hickman  2:49:19 
Men's Hand Muck 1st:   Tim Faye  0:54:57 
Men's Hand Muck 2nd:  Hayden Hart  1:02:22 
Men's Hand Muck 3rd:  Ron Hickman  1:31:60 
Women's Hand Muck 1st:  LiErin Wilson  1:04:16 
Women's Hand Muck 2nd:  Mel Kewin  1:07:90 
Women's Hand Muck 3rd:  Hillary Kysar  1:18:56 
Women's Wheel Barrow 1st:    Mel Kewin  0:34:84 
Women's Wheel Barrow 2nd:   LiErin Wilson  0:36:60 
Women's Wheel Barrow 3rd:   Hillary Kysar  0:39:53 
Men's Spike Drive 1st:  Tim Faye  1:10:40  
Men's Spike Drive 2nd:      Paul Brandt  1:47:91 
Men's Spike Drive 3rd:      Jared Stephens  2:37:03 
 
 

Event:  Contestant:  Time/Depth 
Women's Spike Drive 1st:  Mel Kewin  0:46:94  
Women's Spike Drive 2nd:      Chystal Huber  0:49:91 
Women's Spike Drive 3rd:      Hillary Kyser  0:51:09 
Men's Single Jack 1st:  Tim Faye  6”  
Men's Single Jack 2nd:      Ron Hickman  2  7/16” 
Men's Single Jack 3rd:      Paul Brandt  1 7/8” 
Women's Single Jack 1st: LiErin Wilson  3 1/8”   
Women's Single Jack 2nd:      Mel Kewin  2 9/16” 
Women's Single Jack 3rd:      Crystal Huber  2 1/8” 
Team Jackleg 1st:            Nathan , Ron, Joey 4:01:87  
Team Jackleg 2nd:  Ron, Joey, Tim   4:43:25 
Team Jackleg 3rd:  Nathan Cox  4:52:69 
Double Jack 1st:       Tim /Crystal   13  1/16”  
Double Jack 2nd:       Mel /Hillary   6” 
Double Jack 3rd:       Joey/Ron   5  1/2” 
Men's All-Round Miner:      Tim Faye 
Women's All-Round Miner:          Mel Kewin 

POW/MIA Recognition Day observance             
September 18th. 

Crew making repairs to the chimney so            
we can use the fireplace this winter. 

9/11 Observance  



Idaho Springs Elks Lodge #607 is proud to recognize Jason Tyree as our Elk of the Year! 

Jason is someone who truly represents what it means to be an Elk. He has been there to 
help with just about every event at the Lodge, always willing to lend a hand wherever he is 
needed. Whether it’s behind the grill, helping set up or clean up, serving meals, or simply 
stepping in to make sure things get done, Jason can always be counted on. 

Throughout the year, Jason has volunteered his time for cookouts for our troops, the 4th 
of July celebrations, mining events, and our Friday night dinners, just to name a few. His 
willingness to give his time and energy has made a difference in so many of our events and 
has helped make Idaho Springs Elks Lodge #607 a stronger and more active part of our 
community. 

Jason doesn't do it for recognition, he does it because he believes in the Elks and enjoys 
helping his fellow members and our community. His dedication, hard work, and willingness 
to jump in whenever needed are exactly what being an Elk is all about. 

Jason, thank you for everything you do for Idaho Springs Elks Lodge #607. We truly ap-
preciate your time, your hard work, and your commitment to the Lodge and the Elks. 

So, the next time you see Jason around the Lodge, be sure to give him a 
big CONGRATULATIONS on being named the Idaho Springs Elks Lodge #607 Elk of the 
Year! 
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Congrats to Idaho Springs Elks 607 as they won the 
All Around Trophy for the best newsletter.  Also, 
congrats to the Division winners: Div I-Aurora 
#1921, Div II-Longmont #1055, Div III-Brighton 
#1586 and Div V-Arvada #2278.  Divisions are       
decided on membership numbers as of April 1.  
Congrats to Laura Allen, Editor and to all members 
that submit news to her.  The All Around Trophy 
has been going on for at least 35 years. 

 The Great Lodge Squirrel Hunt: 

If you’ve spent much time around Idaho Springs Lodge #607, you may 
have noticed that there’s a little squirrel hiding somewhere around 
the lodge. No, we’re not talking about the kind that runs through the 
trees—we’re talking about our lodge squirrel! 

The story goes back to our first district ritual competition in 2024, 
when we borrowed this squirrel from Westminster Lodge. Some-
where along the way, my ritual team adopted “Squirrel” as my nick-
name, and unfortunately for me, the name stuck! 

We eventually sent a random letter back to Westminster, letting 
them know they could come get their squirrel. Their response? They 
refused to take him back! 

So, rather than argue with Westminster, we decided to make him 
part of Lodge #607 tradition. And that’s how the Great Lodge Squir-
rel Hunt was born. 

The rules are simple: the squirrel is hidden somewhere on lodge 
property where he can be seen without moving, opening, or disturb-
ing anything. If you spot him, you’ve found him! Take a picture be-
fore he gets moved to his next hid-
ing place. 

Charlie recently proved she has a 
sharp eye, finding the squirrel 
on Thursday, September 10th.  

Charlie found him again.  Apparent-
ly, Charlie has become our resident 
squirrel expert! 

So the next time you’re at Lodge 
#607, keep your eyes open. Look 
around, pay attention, and remem-
ber—you never know when that 
little squirrel might be watching 
you. If you find him, take a picture 

before he disappears again!    

Happy hunting, Brothers and Sisters! 
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           2026 Catch - A - Calf  Update….   Elena VosTrejs 

Wow, it has been a month. I started school in the week of my county fair so as you can   
imagine it has been very busy as always. I want to share with you a little about the fair and 
what's been going on with me instead of jumping straight into talking about my steer. The 
first show I exhibited at my county fair was the horse show. Blu, for some reason, would not 
get in the trailer, and so I ended up only taking Rue. She very surprisingly won Grand    
Champion Mare and acted very badly in the halter classes, then got her act together when it 
came to showmanship. It was I who messed up in showmanship. I forgot my hat, which was 
the biggest mistake I made, because she kept knocking it off my head, so I took it off in   
between classes and forgot to put it back on, so I got last, and it was my fault and not hers 
in the slightest.   

 

Next, I showed my chapter’s Mini Herefords, and my bull won the Reserve Grand Champion  

Breeding class, and my heifer won 3rd overall. I won Reserve Grand Champion Senior Showmanship with my heifer Bonnie. I think the main 
reason I got a reserve grand champion and not grand champion was that I answered my question wrong on where the chuck is located. I 
talked to the judge after the show, and she said I needed more intensity and that I am more laid back in the show ring which she said is    
personal preference, and that I am doing everything else really well, especially my interview part, even if I didn't know the answer to the 
questions. In all, I won around $610.00 which I plan to save towards buying my very own steer.   

 

Now that I have recapped for you on what happened at the county fair aside from my steer, let’s talk about Against the Odds! To be honest 
it has not been that good of a month. Within a span of 18 days, he lost 27 pounds, meaning his average daily gain is at -1.5, and it feels like 
nothing is working regarding his bloating issue. I keep saying in my letters that he has been improving, but honestly, I don ’t think he is. Right 
now, I have had him on Purina Alleviate, Baking soda, crushing up a cup of his bloat block in his feed, given him Durvet Bloat Treatment for 2 
days, Therabloat on show day at my county fair, Gut candy for 1 day, have him on a three-day treatment of Probios, and have dosed him 
with C&D without tetanus, and Draxxin prescribed by Rick Leone.   

 

It has been very hard because, at this rate, I am not sure if I am going to stay on budget. I am spending more on vet bills than I originally had 
planned, and I have cut him down to only one type of feed with a low percentage of protein, so that does save money on feed, I would sup-
pose, but, is not ideal. I feel like there is a very slim chance of me winning the competition itself because his rate of gain is not going to be 
good, along with his feed conservation, and I am debating taking him to the State Fair because I don’t want to make his condition worse by 
stressing him out. This means that he will not have a lot of experience in showmanship, giving me a disadvantage at Stock Show. I feel like I 
am at a loss right now, but I am going to keep trying my best to persevere through this issue.  

  

On a good note, at my county fair, I was taught by Cassidy Scofield, a person who has over eight years of showing experience, how to fit and 
clip my steer. This has helped me work towards accomplishing one of my goals by gaining experience in clipping cattle. I have also been up-
dating my recordbook regularly and have worked towards my third goal of showing my steer at least twice before the National Western 
Stock Show.  

 

Speaking of which, he did show very well at my county fair. He walked very calmly, 
set up perfectly, and stayed set through the entire class. This was only an exhibition 
show, meaning the judge did not evaluate the Catch a Calfs. There was one other 
Catch a Calf at my county fair, and he acted very well with another calf in the ring 
with him. Other than the fact that he was bloated, the whole fair went great, and I 
am very proud of the way he acted in a completely different place.    

  

This month has been filled with ups and downs, however, I am glad I get to gain ex-
perience in the things I have had to deal with earlier than later. Thank you for your 
continued support  and belief in me through these challenges I am facing. I will keep 
you updated on his progress this next month and will hopefully maybe see you dur-
ing the State Fair.   
  

 Thank you,  

 

 

 

Violet “Elena” Vostrejs  
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https://www.facebook.com/ 

IdahoSpringsElksLodge607/ 

Almost 100 years ago, following the completion of the Elks National 
Memorial and Headquarters, then-Grand Exalted Ruler John F. Malley 
dreamt of building “a more stately mansion...with a dome so vast that 
it will cover the entire nation.” However, this mansion was not con-
structed of bricks and mortar—it was an idea. 
 
Malley envisioned a “mighty army for the service of mankind” who 
would “extend help freely and perform their deeds with a pleasant 
smile.” 
 
The Elks National Foundation is the realization of Malley’s dream. 
 
A registered 501(c)(3) public charity, we are a network of Elks, donors, 
volunteers, and program recipients who are passionate about making 
meaningful differences in their communities. Learn more about us at 

elks.org/enf.  

A great opportunity for anyone who 
is a senior this year and has a family 

connection to Elks!  

Little things do add up, and aluminum pull tabs are a good example. Our Lodge gave 31 gallons zip lock 
bags this year at the State Convention. 

Those small metal openers on pop and other cans weigh very little, but they are bringing hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year to Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC). 
RMHC operates homes were families can stay while their children are treated for serious conditions at 
nearby hospitals. PER Loren Klimek met one of those families that benefited from the program and were 
extremely grateful.  

Jeff and Jona Bates told Loren that Weston is a thriving 3 ½ year old in preschool. Children’s Hospital has 

been a remarkable advocate for helping families in the time of need when you think there is no hope. The 

tabs at the Ronald McDonald house are a source of that hope.  Jeff, Jona and their family were visiting 

from Southern Ohio. They wanted to let the Elks know how much they appreciated them.  

http://elks.org/enf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFKQzFhOWFXUk10T295Zjd0c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtz_U4YKW_0T8Iuua37Or2QzWyJ3KCZ8OhFWIZTExOdgUQBYO0Xja5zEL_lr_aem_B9LjQN2RZ7ZesknjFbdXOA
https://rmhc.org/


Page 10 

October: 
1 Daniel Luna 

4 David Davis Sr, Nelson Fugate & 
Richard Lewis 
6 Tim Mauck 

7 Vonnie Rouse 
8 Craig Allan 

9 Heather Donnahoo  
11 Kari Castaneda & Dennis Haulman 

13 Sara Russell 
14 David Holestein & Sandra Pennell 

18 Brent Ragsdale 
19 Hannah Dexter & Michael Scott 
21 Carliss Allan 

22 Wendy Trogdon  
23 William Burney,  Joseph Feicca-

brino, Joseph Martinelli & Hunter 
Shriner 

24 Jared Stephens 
25 William Carle 

26 Karen Shain 
27 Lisa Manifold 
28 Joann Sorensen 

29 Stephen Potts 
30 Shannon Glazer 

31 Janine Shriner  
 

November: 
1 Matthew Barnes, Ross King Jr & 
Thomas Ostoff 

4 Joshua Spinner & Terry Tyree 
5 Bradley Albers & David Wohlers  

6 Nils Harvick & Danny Tomlinson 
7 Larry Dungan  

11 Nicole Nemmers 
13 Brian Corbett 
14 Mike McElhaney & Tory Miller 

17 Richard Germeroth 
18 Miranda DuBrava 

24 Robert Sparrow 
26 Jerome Cotton 

28 Stephen Swanson 
29 John Hagar & Marc Reagon 

30 Vicki Savidge  
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The ELKS want to Tan Your Hide!  
The Elks are collecting deer, elk and other   animal 

hides to be tanned and made into fingerless 
wheelchair gloves, which then are provided to Dis-
abled Veterans to protect their hands during move-

ment. We also distribute leather kit’s made from 
these tanned hides throughout the VA health-care 

system for use by Disabled Veterans.  

Drop off your hides in the hide bin located in the 
Idaho Springs Elks 607 parking lot located at 1600 

Colorado Blvd, Idaho Springs  

If you would like to help in preparing the hides, 
please contact Biff Eckles at biff@skybeam.com.  

Rusty Nail won the Queen of Hearts on  
September  18 in the amount of 

$4881.00!! 
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Elks care - Elks share 

Here is the link to our calendar of events:  https://idahospringselks.com/calendar/    

https://idahospringselks.com/calendar/

